SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

SILENT KEY

It is with regret that we announce the passing away of Julius Lieberman, ZS6AF, on Thursday 2 September when he suffered a fatal heart attack.  In the seventies Julius started a Hamradio shop in conjunction with Wild and Marr.  He later formed J Lieberman Electronics and expanded his premises in Pritchard Street in Johannesburg to occupy the first floor.  The venue became a regular lunch time and Saturday morning meeting place for radio amateurs.  For many it was the place where the amateur radio bug first bit.  Many visiting amateurs from elsewhere in the country and oversees made J Lieberman Electronics their first stop.

Julius started the first amateur radio museum which was housed in the shop.  When in the nineties he moved to Wynberg he presented the collection to the SARL.  He was also the driving force behind the Radio Amateur of the Year Award and a founder Trustee of the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust.  Julius was a true supporter of the South African Radio League and a radio amateur in body and soul.  He will be sadly missed by his family and friends.  May he rest in piece but may his memory live on in our minds and hearts.

(PAUSE)

In the news today.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS 2004 SARL HF PHONE CONTEST

INTECNET TO FOCUS ON APRS

PRESIDENT'S NET

VHF/UHF COMPETETION

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.  
Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS 2004 SARL HF PHONE CONTEST

The provisional results of the 2004 SARL HF phone contest have been released by the Contests Committee.  The committee received 38 logs for the single operator category and 1 log for the Multi operator category; four check logs were also received.
The Single Operator category results are:
1st Barney, ZS4U, 191 points;
2nd Bud, ZS1B, 185 points;
3rd Hans, ZS6KR, 182 points;
4th Gary, ZS5NK, 177 points;
5th Ed, ZS6UT, 173 points;
6th Jan, ZS4JAN, 167 points;
7th Tjerk, ZS6P, 163 points;
8th Vidi, ZS1EL, 160 points;
9th Karel, ZS6WN, 149 points;
10th Alan, ZS1AAX, .140 points.

Multi-Operator category:
1st Secunda ARC, ZS6SRC, 83 points.

The best score on a single band was achieved by Barney, ZS4U, with 109 points on the 40-metre band followed by Donavan, ZS2DL, with 103 points.

The complete list of results have been sent out in HF Happenings No 112.  Congratulations to the participants.

INTECNET TO FOCUS ON APRS

The next Intecnet will be part of the annual International Spaceweek which runs from 4 - 10 October.  Various activities are being planned for that week culminating in a discussion on APRS.  The guest speaker will be Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, the father of APRS.  Ever since the beginnings of packet radio in the late seventies, Bob wrote software that combined the flexibility of packet radio with the dynamics of real-time events.  Bob's years of toiling at a variety of computer boards came to a climax when he completed developing the first version of APRS Dos in 1992.

Join Bob for an in-depth discussion on APRS, the beginnings, the ins and outs and its satellite application.  The date is 10 October 2004 at 20:00.  Clubs are invited to make early arrangements to link their repeaters and celebrate International Space Week with an exciting APRS talk show.  To book a link send an email to armi@sarl.org.za with details of your club, repeater and telephone number to be linked.

PRESIDENT'S NET

Following a discussion at the last SARL Council teleconference, it was decided to run the next President's Net on an interactive net similar to the regular Intechnets.  The scheduled date and time for the Net will be 20:00 CAT on Sunday 26 September and clubs will be invited to link their repeaters into the net.  More detail in a later bulletin.

VHF/UHF COMPETETION

The second leg of this year's VHF/UHF competetion takes place over the second weekend from now ie. from 12:00 CAT on Saturday 18 to 12:00 on Sunday 19 September.  We are aware that three additional groups are going to participate which indicate that interest in next year's competition is on the increase; a very good sign.  Simultaneously, but seperate from the phone and CW modes, groups will also determine what can be achieved with digital modes.  So, those who can, be prepared and polish your proficiencies in those modes.  The whole weekend will be, especially for field stations, be a lot of fun.

NEWS FROM THE QSL BUREAU

The QSL Bureau once again requests members to provide sufficient A5 sized self-addressed stamped envelopes to the bureau.  The stamps on the envelopes must cover postage for 200 grams and this is R4,35 per envelope at present.  Very few members have done so to date and the incoming QSL cards are piling up.  Please get your envelopes to the bureau as soon as possible.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION VIDEO

Eddie, ZS6BNE, has a video of the introductory speech by Graham, ZS6GJH, and of some of the presentations; the video runs for about 2 hours.  Anyone who wishes to have a copy on CD or Tape is welcome to contact Eddie, ZS6BNE.  Contact Eddie at Tel 073 644 5005 or send email to zs6bne@webmail.co.za.  The cost is approximately R50,00 which covers making the copy and getting it to you.

SARL PRESIDENT TO VISIT THE WESTERN CAPE

SARL President, Graham Hartlett ZS6GJH, has received an invitation from the Boland Amateur Radio Club and will be visiting the Western Cape on 18 September.  The BARC will be holding a meeting on this day and it was decided to invite the SARL President to attend the meeting.

BARC extends an invitation to ALL amateurs who are members of any of the radio clubs in the Western Cape or SARL members to attend the meeting.  The meeting starts at 11:00 at the Nature Reserve of the Boland Agriculture School near Paarl.  Following the meeting there will be a chance for socialising around the barbeque fires.

SA AMATEUR TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE.

The SAATI annual general meeting is being planned for Saturday 25 September at the Alkantrant Association of Clubs' premises at the corner of Lynburn and Meiring Naude Roads.  It will take the form of a bring and braai and will start at 12:00 noon.  Please advise either Richard, ZR6CK, at 012-333-0612 or Ams, ZS6YV, at 012-664-3629 of your intention to attend.  Discussion will centre on the route forward.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR OF THE YEAR AWARDS INVITED

The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust and Siemens Telecommunications invite nominations for the 2004 Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Awards.  There are two categories in which to nominate persons who have made a major contribution to Amateur Radio in South Africa.  They are the Radio Amateur of the Year Award and the Young Radio Amateur of the Year Award.  The first category is an open one while the second category is limited to nominees under 25 years of age.  The winners will each receive a cash prize of R1000 and a certificate.  Winners outside the Gauteng area will be provided with a return air ticket and accommodation.

The awards are recognising technical innovation and the promotion and development of Amateur Radio.  Activities such as arranging a public event or a DXpedition qualify for nomination.  However, the awards are not made for personal achievements such as winning a contest or a DXCC.  To get nomination forms send an email to saardt@intekom.co.za.  Nominations close on 30 September 2004.  Nomination forms are available for down load from the new SA Amateur Radio Development Trust Website at www.amateurradio.org.za.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Kobus, ZS6KOB, being away, we had a look at the ARRL newsletter and their expert Tad "Sunshine Superman" Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, had the following to say: Sunspot numbers and solar flux values declined this week compared to last.  The average daily sunspot number dropped by nearly 50 to 27,7, and the average daily solar flux was down more than 23 points.  Geomagnetic activity increased on August 30 and 31, sparked by a moderate solar wind stream.

The predicted solar flux values for Friday, September 3, through Monday, September 6, are 100, 105, 110 and 115. Solar flux is expected to peak around 130 on September 9.

The planetary A index for September 3-6 is predicted at 15, 10, 10, and 10. The planetary A index may rise higher around September 5 due to a solar wind stream from a coronal hole.  This could produce unsettled to active geomagnetic conditions.

Sunspot numbers for August 26 through September 1 were 44, 33, 28, 36, 30, 11 and 12, with a mean of 27.7.

DIARY OF EVENTS AND REMINDERS

13 September: Closing date for submission of HF CW Contest logs;
18 - 19 September: VHF/UHF Competition;
25 September: SAATI AGM;
30 September: Closing date for nominations for Radio Amateur of the Year awards;
2 October: Flea Market at the East Rand Radio Club;
7 October: Second leg of the SARL 80 Metre QSO Party;
10 October: Intechnet;
Pay SARL membership fees;
Contribute to the fund initiated by the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust for the SARL's IARU membership;
Send articles for Radio ZS to radiozs@sarl.org.za;

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZSNE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX